
Banners on the city walls
Information Pack



Community banners to decorate York City Walls for the Grand Depart on Sunday 6th July
The project will create at least 40 painted and sewn cloth banners (approx. 5m x 1m) each one 
designed and painted by local community groups supported by experienced artists.

For more information please contact; dresstoimpress@york.gov.uk

If your group would like to take part please choose one of 4 options

 If your group is confident and has arts experience
 1. Arrange for one of the banner artists to deliver the banner and any paint/brushes you may need 

 2.  The artist will talk through the project with the group co-ordinator, the group works on the banner without any more 
input from the artist.

 3. You drop the banner off (at the Guildhall?) when it is finished. NO LATER THAN 20TH JUNE!!

 If your group is confident but needs a bit of help with design
 1. Arrange for one of the banner artists to deliver the banner and any paint/brushes you may need

 2.  The artist will work with the group for one session (up to 2 hours) to draw out a design for the banner and decide 
on colours.

 3. The group continues to paint the banner independently.

 4. You drop the banner off (Guildhall?) when it is finished. NO LATER THAN 20TH JUNE!!

 If your group is energetic and wants to do it all in one go
 1.  Arrange for one of the banner artists to come to a group session with the banner and any paint/brushes you may 

need

 2.  The artist will work with the group for one session (up to 3 hours) to draw out a design for the banner, decide on 
colours and paint it!

 3. The artist takes the banner away 

 If your group would like a bit more support
 1.  Arrange for one of the banner artists to come to a group session with the banner and any paint/brushes you may 

need

 2.  The artist will work with the group for two sessions (up to 2 hours each) to draw out a design for the banner, decide 
on colours and paint it. (Nb this depends on availability and may not always be possible)

 3. The artist takes the banner away
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To paint the banner you will need:
• one long table, at least 4 metres, or floor space 6 metres long if you are happy to work on the floor. 

• a maximum of 10 people to paint the banner at one time, 6 is ideal 

• aprons and/or old clothes

•  We supply plastic coverings and basic acrylic paint and brushes, you may also use stencils and spray paint, block  
printing and sewing, as long as everything is fixed on firmly and is waterproof as the banners will be outside for  
several days.

• If possible take photos of your work in progress and email them to; dresstoimpress@york.gov.uk

If you would like to make a fabric banner we can offer groups some sewing workshops at the Quilt Museum.
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What goes on the banner?

These may change slightly depending on the hanging arrangements, the 
proportions will stay the same though. 

Top Section of banner 
1. Think of an activity your group enjoys.

2.  Draw a person/people doing this activity, make them as big as you  
can – life size if possible. Paint the figures with acrylic paint 

3. Paint the background a plain colour.

Middle section
1. Think of up to 3 things that are important for your group

2. Design a symbol for each thing on big paper

3. Arrange these so they look good together and sketch onto cloth  
 with chalk

4. If you want to add a caption make any letters as big as a car  
 number plate.

5. Paint it with acrylic paint 

Bottom section
1. Decide on something significant about York; choose an image from 
 the pack or make up your own.

2. Sketch it in chalk and paint it in.

Borders
1. Select border patterns from the designs in the pack

2. Chalk them onto the coloured stripes and paint in black.

If you would like to make a fabric banner we can offer groups some sewing workshops at the Quilt Museum.
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Border designs
(You can rotate these images if you want to)



Images for York
Choose one of these or make up your own.


