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Submission from Planet South Bank, in response to City of York 

Council’s draft Climate Change Strategy 

5 August 2022 

 

As befits a city which in 2019 declared a climate emergency, we are pleased that City 

of York Council has now produced its draft “York Climate Change Strategy: A city fit 

for the future”. 

We recognise the challenges which have delayed the draft over the last two years.  

And now, no further time must be lost, and no compromises made, in taking the 

action needed to make York fit for the future. 

Planet South Bank is a local climate change group within the area boundaried by 

Nunnery Lane, the river Ouse, the racecourse and Tadcaster Road. For the last ten 

years we have provided opportunities for local residents to engage in sustainability 

issues, primarily through projects and activities such as a community garden and 

community events aimed at reducing consumption and encouraging the local 

economy. We are an unincorporated association, with an organising group of about 

six local residents. www.planetsouthbank.org.uk 

We acknowledge that City of York Council is only responsible for 4% of the total 

emissions from the city as a whole.  

At the same time, members and officers should be in no doubt of the concern and 

urgency many local residents and local businesses feel is needed to face the 

challenges of our age - and the council must be seen to drive and support the 

changes required      

Our key headlines on the draft Climate Change Strategy: 

1) The strategy in general needs to be bolder, and to articulate a more radical 

and more specific set of proposals to address the challenges we as a city 

now face. 

2) Though much of the focus of the strategy is on mitigation, the wider context 

is the strong likelihood that collectively the world will fail to keep global 

warming temperatures to within 1.5C in the early 2030’s 

(https://theconversation.com/ipcc-says-earth-will-reach-temperature-rise-of-

about-1-5-in-around-a-decade-but-limiting-any-global-warming-is-what-

matters-most-165397). York’s collective priority therefore needs to be on the 

changes needed to make the transition into a +1.5C-warmed world as 

peaceable and equitable as possible. 

3) A focus on adaptation can also result in mitigation outcomes: the IPCC notes 

that if carefully planned, adaptation actions can reduce exposure to climate 

risk as well as reduce urban poverty, advance sustainable development and 

http://www.planetsouthbank.org.uk/
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mitigate greenhouse gas emissions (IPCC Working Group II Sixth Assessment 

Report, Chapter 6, Cities, Settlements and Key Infrastructure, page 6-3). 

4) The poorest and most vulnerable in the city will face the most risk and are the 

least resourced to protect themselves (ibid, page 6-119). The Strategy’s 

engagement and actions needs to prioritise the needs and voices of these 

groups. 

5) The IPCC reports refer to a nexus of Water-Food-Energy-Health, and we regard 

these as the essential infrastructure and social priorities which the draft 

Strategy needs to focus on. We need to do what we can to protect water, 

food, energy and health from the threats that a +1.5C world will bring. 

6) The draft Strategy aims to reduce emissions by only 54% by 2030, compared 

to the Paris Agreement targets of a 78% reduction requirement (     

https://www.yorkpress.co.uk/news/20066823.yorks-climate-strategy-

slammed-lacking-vision-ambition/)     . 

In more specific terms: 

We ask that the eight objectives be revised or expanded to include health, water and 

food. 

All the targets throughout the Strategy’s objectives need to be strengthened, to 

enable York to comply with its global mitigation responsibilities. 

We are concerned at the apparent lack of accountability should any of the targets 

not be met.  

Engagement: we support and encourage a wider range of genuine opportunities for 

citizens to engage. Citizens Assemblies, (such as the 2019 York Citizens Assembly) 

are an example of creative, radical ways for people to connect to each other and to 

the Council, and they can support and complement other existing democratic 

processes. Local communities are the most important resource for the success of 

local solutions, especially if externally-provided infrastructure is at risk. We have a 

vision of York communities which are more resourceful, more connected, and more 

resilient. The Council has huge potential for bringing together and promoting 

relationships between businesses, communities, the public sector and social change 

organisations. An example is the protection and promotion of health within the city, 

for example by supporting cross-sector coalitions with the power to propose and 

implement local effective solutions.  

Buildings: the welcome introduction of passivhaus standards for some new housing 

needs now to be the enforceable norm for all new buildings. We are delighted to hear 

about the flood resilience project (the first case study in the draft Strategy), with its 

benefits for other down-stream settlements as well as York. We urge the expansion 

of measures already taken to equip York tradespeople for eco-refitting of domestic 

and non-domestic buildings.       

Transport: bold measures to expand the car-free and reduced-car areas of York are 

needed. More 20mph streets will reduce pollution. We are concerned that active 
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travel proposals are under threat (https://yorkmix.com/campaigners-livid-as-active-

travel-schemes-set-for-the-chop-in-york/) but investment is being poured into the 

northern ring road: this seems an example of the exact opposite of the changes the 

draft Strategy itself says are needed. Limit new or renewed transport licences (e.g. 

buses, taxis) to electric or hybrid vehicles.  

Commercial and industrial: incentivise carbon-neutral businesses, through measures 

such as business rates, funding awards and by supporting a radical change to 

business-as-usual via the proposed Better Business Act 

(https://betterbusinessact.org/, equal legal responsibility for people, planet and 

profit).  

Energy: more direct support for community energy generation and storage projects 

across the city which invest the income to meet local needs, through incentives. Set 

an enforceable target for the number of these local energy generation and storage 

projects.  

Food security: incentivising more food production here in the city, more allotments, 

and releasing more public land for local food-growing and biodiversity projects. 

Incentivise community land-owning trusts which involve local people in learning and 

benefitting from food-growing skills. Commit to purchasing mainly locally-produced 

food, in all council-related contexts. 

Water security: support a campaign to make York the UK city with the highest 

proportion of water-metered properties (the current national average is believed to 

be 50%). Lead the way in water use reduction, by demonstrating the Council’s 

reduction of water-use in its own buildings and in the services it purchases. 

 

www.planetsouthbank.org.uk 
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